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Two leading newspapers in Rio De Jan-|Upon investigation the Brazilian 

eiro printed photos of alleged "flyingNavy refused to make an official 

saucers" photographed fm a Rrazilian |statement, and this Center has 

naval ship, been unable to obtain copies of the 
photos. Analysis at ONI is that » 
photos are hoax. 
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eceived its information on this case from 


The Air Force 
it evaluated the photographs as a “trick.' 
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Although a detailed investigation was not undertaken by the 
Navy, the photogravhs furnished ty the Brazilian navy were reviewed 
and found to b onvincing. Land details are extremely sharp, but 
the dise is ha as little contrast, and shows no shadow effect. 
It also appear object is inverted in one photograph when compared 
with the other two photos. Also, the photographer mentioned extremely 
high velocities, and there appears to be no lateral blurring as would 
occur with any reasonable shutter speed. 
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Brazilian navy; ne was a pro 
@s an expert in trick photogre 
reported sesing the 
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3 in addition to the photograpner, only two 
riends of the photographer, reported seeing 


This sighting is still carried as a TRICK in Air Force files. 
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ecoieds the oliect continued 
oresse iia distance from the ship, 


‘jaa’ diminishing in size anc finaily 
‘uoeartog into the nerizon. 
et vou hear saviting unusual 
-oe oe sighting? Was the ohject emit- 
any sound? A, lam not stire, to be 
rest, Jecause of the nuise made by the 
4 wastes atainst the island's rocks, as 
‘il as for the yelling abward the ship 
the ume, However, | think rhat I 
‘wart nothing besides those sounds. 
. What was the color of the object? 
't showel a dark grey color, appear- 
‘o Ov surtounded—iostly in the area 
ad oof ite-by @ kind of cundensabon of 
ssoenisn, phosphorescent vapor (or 
2. Lid the object appear to be me- 
ec’ A Yes. 1 was covieus’y @ sclid 
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). How was it flying? Any «special 
vractertsiie? A. Yes. Te showed an 
inters movement as ii flew acress 
« ovy, Uke the flight m a bat. And 
“ot vame back, 11 changed speed 
ruciivy, with no transition, tn a jump. 
© De vou know how many persons 
soard the ‘Almirante Saldanha sighted 
‘« object? A. The object was sighted 
:imost ail the people on the deck at 
ot trme, including Lieutenant Homero, 
“autain Viegas and Mr. Amilar Vieira. 
. What happened after the sighting? 
The snips commander and several 
ra from the garrison wanted to see 
4\ | Rad got In the photos. As i was 
eurtpus too, T cecided to develop 
\ oxposead fiim ai onee. aboard the 
vp The processing was done under the 
pervesion of several officers, including 
~ Carlos A. Baceliar. But oaly the 
vives were seen aboard. The reason: 
ro 445 20 photographic puper for the 
vem ort the ship af that time. The 
“es QOWevVer, Were seen and exam- 
ie “Whole crew 
‘il vou keep the asutives in your 
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they were peturne! «tlh congra'u!alics 

l was aiso requested *9 appear at ‘se 
Navy Ministry ay suon as possibie, “4+ 
Wanlea 19 ask Me certain Gueslions, imi 
to see the negatives asain. 

“ss. And what happened there” AL 
was interviewed (:. sveveral hruhb-stact 
officers, who asked u:e all kinds af cues: 
tions. i went there twice. At tne tirat 
meting, they requested the nedgalives 
fur examination. ‘They were sent lo a 
civilian organization, the “Crugetro dy 
sul Aeropholtegraminetric Service’ re- 
maining there for four days. I was tuld 
by tne Navy officers that the aualyses 
proved they were genuine — excinding 
definitely the possibilily of a trick or 
falstiicaticon, On the second visit, they 
performed several Time-iests’, While ! 
worked with my Ralleiflex, taking shets 
alt the game (ime intervals I hac 
fo phnolograph the cowet, three Navy 
otieers with chronometers registers! the 
They the cunelusion— 
nased on these tesie ous well as on suds 
eoncerning the sup 4 pesition erd exzmi. 
nations of charts of ihe Island—iha: the 
object was [lying st a speed between 20 
and 1000 Km./heur (600 m.p.5.). The 
obiect’s size was also estimated, on the 
basis of studies reiated with the Jsiaad’s 
detalls also appearing on the pnrotios, 
diagrams drawn on charts, graphs ctc. 
The object was ahout 120 feet in diam- 
eler. and about 2+ feet high. 

“© Doe vou knew anythirg abew the 
uffictal report on Uic case? A. FT saw og 
dossier which was e¢onsuted many 
times durmg the interrugation, How ever, 
1 duin't read what was written there, 
I was also informed that “my pootos, 
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mixed with other pictures, had Seon 
shown to witnesss of the sightiny oo be 


identified. The result wag positive 

“Q. Do you know anything about any 
ohotos by other people aboard the ship’ 
A. No, Besides myself, there were at 
lenst four other persong with carreras 
at the time of the tighting. But spoar- 
intly they were oot able to scot ‘he 
vbiec? in time, ur wete paraivred by 
their own emou.ns 

“GO Were vou warned agzinsi some 
Lama py the Navy s authorttics’ Was 
there gome recommendation”? A ‘Yes 
ey Tegquested me (9 keep the matte: 
secret ior some time. [ was permitted 
In publish the cise only after authori- 
fatien trom the Savy. The permission 
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there #as 2:80 the radar case, A “arget’ 
(ving at supersonic speed was track. 
wirguch the cadar of the ‘A:mtrante Sal. 
danna . on Janvary 15 

“Q. Did you receive any money from 
the Navy for your work at the Island 
af Trindade” A. No. I was there an a 
guest, 

“Q. Did yeu receive apy meney from 
the “avy for your pholograpnie wark, or 
for the enlargements you made for them” 
A. No 1 only received the photograpiic 
paper 'o be used for enlargements. 

“GQ. How many enlargements have you 
given thers? A. Thirty-cight. 

“@. One ‘asst question: Whar kind of 
impression did you get from observing 
the “fivine saueer’? A. | am absolutei: 
¥as a eoulrolled oojeei—ether 
direct!y or by remote controi—hut very 
well operated, in any case. The general 
wnpression of peeple abeart the ship was 
the same: it nad come ty make a clos, 
observation of the ship.” Lnquote 

Yue mtterview transcribed above as 
rechecked and confirmed by the witness 
However, Mr. Barauna a!so talked to the 
press reporting additional details nat 
ment. coed previousiv The more interest 
in were the following ones: 

‘is “L cannot estimate the number co! 
persons on the ship's deck at ihe momen: 
of the sighting, However, during the offi 
eml investigation ordered by Com. Sa! 
Janne la Gara, about ope hundred mein 
bers from the ship's crew confirmed thal 
they had sichted the UAO 

“The radar was not ln operavon at the 
lume The ediect was already gone when 
it was cul to work. 

“IT shot the six pictures in about 14 
secomis.’ (H.io de Janeiro ULTIMA HU 
HA, Pcoruary 21, 1958} 

(2) “l was worried for a few davs« afier 
an oo icer told me that I was under mi) 
tary setuiations, as any civilian sboar 
ae smo. om that the fir was enir 
red atcerding to wrders frac 
heacquarters, ai Hin, Bat noth 
ne happemecd. Now 2 am convince ¢ 
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BAR GUNA‘'S INTERROGATION AT 
TRE MAVY MINISTR 

in rroruary 24 2 the 

Gt OE" printed an exclusive 
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sty story flan aut oeen reoorted 
‘uletarl, ig interesting to cnuw 
« said in that interview ‘whien is 
iscrbed pelow: 

‘f went to the Navy Ministry fer a 
curveur Wberregatien gdout the paoto- 
sors lav tiegaGves Were projected on 
» 'yede gegen’ sereen After a carefiui 
faininatea by all officers from the Navy 
vonecul Staff gathered at the place, the 
hoef of the Latelligence Serviee (who 
ans (pe officer of Fighest rank there) 
‘oid me the following. 'l am going to ask 
guestiona, Do not be offended, for TI do 
sot doubt the authenticity of your pic- 
tures, But we need your answers for 
ssute questions. Now, if you were going 
io fake a photo, how showd it be done 

cn ocder to escape defection?’ 
‘Commander, as an expert in pio- 
‘ograghy, 1 am well aware that no photo 
ef such uw kind could resist ap accurate 

examination,’ was ay answer. 

‘In your epinion,” said the Comman. 
ier, what should be done to distinguish 
a ‘aked chotograph from a cood one’ 

, laboratory examination of the res 
sivey should be. made on. the following 

points: granulation, emulsion, and large- 
cule projection. The defimco proof, how- 
svee, good enouvh to detecei any tricxs 
woulkl be a microscome examination,’ | 
sand to them, ‘it would demonstrate the 
nerease in granulation connected with 
he doubie- exposure needed for the trick,’ 
i ogee ed, 

‘iter a few more questions, the 'n- 
el uenee officer said: ‘We want jour 
Ves for Urose examinations. Do vou 
ree’ T agreed, of course, and be vot 

‘he thn. These things happened three 
ave otter the arrival af ibe “Almirante 
wiooes, at the Navy's Intelligence 

ijuacters, Afew days later, the neg2- 
vere returned in an official cave- 

oo wih a ecard informing me about the 
‘olla of the analyses. 

» days later | was called again. 

ome they also asked for my Rolle. 

ve’ Wanted to make tests in order 

<t mate af posvible, the speed of the 
“hs svueer af the moment of the sight- 

‘ests were performed. They 
treat f bed taken my six pictures 
conds, and that (he salcer Was 

i to 104) Am. hour, One of 
wraphs, daken when the saucer 
ang over the ‘Desejado’ Peak, 

svace, did not show (as they 
uvhulence in the surrounding 

“lm tne offers wits the wo ject 

Sere was o Kind of vapor or 
“an in irent of the flying object 
¥O® Mos ing—simnilar to thal pro- 

i engines of a jet plane. 
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showed? mer another ohews which had been 
Lacen OF a avy toregrapiist-soTgeant—- 
aiso at Tetndade, A box Cuinera Yad Seen 
used Io wae curprtsdd, Thad oijntd stew! 
ae same Oftect seen in My Pic..ates 
Was evident!y the Ginal groot, They tad 
me it had been laxeu some time betore 
Inv arrived at the Island.’ Unquote 
ACDITICNAL ZEPORTS AdCUT 
"HE IMCIDENT 

When Lhe curtain of securmty acoucd the 
sighting was broken, the Nayy General 
Staif released special instrucuoens fori 
ding the ship's crew and Navy officers 
to have anv contact with the prasas on 
the matter. The Navy aulhorities refused 
at first to make any comment oan the 
incident. All military chiefs interviewed 
by the press denied any knowlelge¢ of 
the matter, or said that only ‘Minister 
Alves Camera was entitled to say any- 
thing, Some Navy departments even tried 
to show a complete lack of interest. 
explaining that the pictures had been 
taken by a civilian eventually aboard a 
warship, On the other band, the NE 

“Almirante Saidanha’ remained cif Hio 
de Jancirg’s harbar and finally received 
erders to leave Guanabara Bay “‘s make 
another trip related with IGY styles’ 
This occurred on February 21, at a time 
when, nNewspapermen were makin’ des- 
perate attempts to reach the crew kept 
ssoard the ship. Al the ic-t moment te 
fore the shin’s devariure, it was divulged 
thal reporters were free at least tv enh. 
Lact the crew and get ther reports on 
the flying saueer, However, the permis- 
sion was denied by a counter order. for 
the Navy General Sta/f wes agains: |. 
New instructions were issued to seilors 
amd otiicers aboard the ship emplacsu. 
ing that no cuntacts with Ule press were 
permitted. That same duy ‘feb. 21), a 
Navy spokesman called the press to sa) 
that the Navy had no responsibility re- 
garding the incident, and that no official! 
statement was to be released about it. 
But he agreed that the following .n‘ur- 
mation—with no official suppert —mighbt 
be published: - 

“On the morning of January 16, '/3 
over the Island of Trindade, the crew af 
the school ship ‘Almirante Saldanha’ 
sighted an unidentified aerial Goject fo: 
a few seconds. A civilian whe was aboard 
the ship took some pictures of the object. 
The Navy has no comnection with the 
Case, ond its only connection with the 
occuTTence was the fact that ‘he oho 
legrapher was abourd the school «hip 
and came back with the spip in Hoo 
Unquote (ULTIMA HORA, Feb. 21 

Inether spekeiman, from tae “avy 
Fish staff Command, refeased the fol- 
‘owing Statement to the newspaper © 
GLUE ) the same day: 

“Tho news about o (lying gaucer «i jit 
‘2? over the island of Trindade were 
teceiv'd here wiih oljnost reserve, Thier: 
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neetion with the incktent 14s @ childish 
thing The ‘“unoificial statement” shucl 
not bave been released. The press anc 
the panic aireudy knew enough {9 see 
wiere the troth lay. On the other hand 
the strict orders which ferbade miliary 
people to Sve out any tnfernratlowr on 
the matter did not apple to civilian of 
servers aboard the ship. They taliced to 
ihe press. Captain’ J. T. Viejes, from ih 
AF iret.), was the first to confirm 2. 
rauna'’s report in a press interview ar 
rebruary 22. His report ts transerihed 
below: 

“{ was on the deck. My friend Amillar 
Vieira Filhe suddeniy celled my atten 
tion to what he thought to be a ‘bie sce 
gub” | looked toward it and was upabic 
lo control my excitemem, shouting: ‘Fly 
ing saucer!’ Mrr Barzsuna wos 20 yard: 
away with bis Rolleiflex. watching th- 
neRey ets. He heard my shouts an 
came rurruing—in time to tske four yi 
tures of the abject, Other ceovle wer 
also alerted’ by my alarm: a serveant 
cailers, the ship’s dentist «Licutennrt 
Vayiain Momero Ribeiro), and other per 
soms. They all sighted the obfcet. Th 
bhoatograpner Farlas de Azevecio, wh 
was more distant, didn't come tp tinh 
lo fet photos. 

“The furst view was (that of a dis! 
shining with a phosphorescent glow 
which—even at dgyltight—appeared to % 
brighter then the moon. The ofject wa 
about the apparent tite (angular dum 
etetl of the full groen. As st followe:! iv, 
path across the sky, chancing to a tiller 
nosition. ts reel shi pe elenry ot 
lined against the sky: that of a Matteur 
‘phere oncireled, at the cyunster, by 
iarge ritg or platform. lis enced wa 
around 700 miles an hour ai the mormerz 
it disappeared into the horizon. 

“The object was sighted at 12.29 p.m. 
when the ship was preparing to jeay 
ihe area lt caused w tremendouy cor 
fusion aboard. Mr. Barawna found ver 
diffiewlL to operate his camera, bein 
pushed and pulled by excited observer 
round him. In faethe wes atmos 
irewn into the sea. He got so nervow 
Mer the sightmg that he needed mo 
aanogn four to calm down sod be 2b: 
the fim. However in fis «& 
fitermnert he forget to rewind the fii 
before enening the camera, cod it wou! 
nove ivween rumed if he had net bee 
warner by an offfeer ai the last momer 

‘The negatives were tr mediplels 
‘cloued ty Baraauna in the sresence 
on aceilar. The whole crew «9 
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4. ,ae the results. The negatives 
en O¥ everySody un Lhe ship. 
ay Ure shin urrived at Rio, the 
aiyjves were tazen to the Navv Mimis- 


a orssected on a screen, together 

in 4 Secat of a ivine saucer sent 

ae U.§., in a muitary report in- 

.z the Navy about sighungs made 

tat suuptiry, A comparaiive study 

ooonsizaled that the object sighted at 

~miade was similar in shape to the 
oe onote graphed in the L Ss. 

-l'ying saucers bave been sighted sev- 
cai times in the past menths by mem- 
vers of the Navy Post at the Island of 
“ondade. Some of those people nisin 
UFOs on more than one occasion ! 
vear, amd were even able to guess ih 
sesuracy the time 2 saucer would be 
ughted again over the island (the exact 
sour) But it was believed that they were 
mistaken. There are a lot of sea-guils in 
that region. In any case, Com, Bacellar 
was so worried about the presence of 
“FOs around weather balloons launched 
‘som the island that, ia November 1957, 
‘uw sent a radio message to the Navy 
reporting the strange events.’ Unguote 
Rio de Janeiro DIARIO DA NOTTE, O 
iORNAL, ete., February 22, 1958) 

Caplan Viegas’ Interview was a tre- 
nmemious blow for the group who stil 
‘ried (a keep the secrecy about the inci- 
Aent, The pregs reaction to the Navy's 
atuitude was doing to be dangerous unless 
‘he polievy to deny any connection with 
De case Was charged a! once. it was 

ebvieus that to forestall any more trou- 
‘ie the Navy had to talk freely about 
ne facts and not try to nide them. As 
. result, statements of several Navy av- 
‘horiies were released that same day— 
ail of them coufirming the sighting and 
he existence of the photographs. Some 
ot these statements wi!l be transenbed 
in another part of this report, bat one 
will be presentec sow—for it 
“ane from an seer who was abourd 
ne “Si Almirante Saldanha’ when the 
/AD was sighted. 
as officer was Com Paulo Moreira 
» of the Navy's Ryvdrography and 
“o igaton Serviee. He was interviewed 
Oruary 22 by reporters from the 
“Moiaperts “QO JORNAL” and “DIARIO 
NITE.” reieasing the following 
OMACT signi in 
was vat a weather balloon, 
american 2uiced missile. | 
we yet my tonctusions, for the 
wing unalyzed in a seeret 


bi | 


af the Navy Miniatrv. I ¢ano 
ever ihaot fe ootect Was not a 


i the One whit! 

jupehed that day was Felehied 
Fours before the ap- 
in the sky. This 
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oroper ailitude, Besides, while he ooject 
Was encircied bY a greenisit glow, our 
batloon was of rei color Also if was 
zuided missile from the U.S... be- 
Clause the isiarn! oi IT Ls ai’ the 
route of LAowe roe xets: trey are iaiiy ched 
from in the direction of 
sion Tziaad.’” Unouete 

The resorw from otber ciMillan opser- 
vers aboard the NE “Almirante saldan- 
ha’ were also printed in the press. One 
of them came trom Mr. Mauro Andrade, 
employee of the Londen Bank of South 
America, and member of Barauna’s 
eroup, In an interview published in the 
newspaper 'O GLOBO" (Feb, 22, 1958), 
he said: 

“T didn't witness the sighting because 
] was inside the ship, not on the aeck, 
when the object was seen, But | can 
give a list of respousible pevpie whu saw 
it and saw the photographer BDaranuna 
take the pictures as well as develoo the 
negatives. 

“] don’t know how I was tracked by 
the press. I was startled by the pubil- 
cauion of news and photos related with 
the incident because we had promised— 
all of us—to keep the whole thing secret. 

“T was somewhere imside the ship, was 
alerted hy the sheuts, and ran outside {to 
see Whul wag happening. Yet 1 dichn’t see 
the object. But all peeple | found on deck 
told me that they had really sizhied: a 
fiving saucer. { believed dhem, antl my 
belief was confirmed by the film devel. 
oped aboard, In fact, i saw a thing on 
the negatives which looked iike a flying 
saucer, alibough I cannot be sure if it 
was really one of them, The film was 
developed before the eres of witresses, 
and was shown later to every one 
aboard,"” Unquote 

The other report came from Mr. Amiar 
Viewwa Filho, preaident of the Icarai Club 
for Submarine Hunung, and member of 
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the CACEX Research Division (a Federal | 


Department). lie avoided any contact 
with the press for several days, »ul was 
finally interviewed by a reporter (rom 
the newspaper ‘CO GLOBO” on February 
27. He explained that big attitude was 
based on two reasons: first, the coimpro- 
mise assume ‘y the whole delegation 
of hig Club to tei) nothing about the 
strange sighting of January 16, at Trin- 
dade; and second, his natural aversion 
to any kind of publicity. However after 
the Navy official releuse om the matter. 
amd after the interview given hv other 
members of liz group, he felt chor the 
silence be bad imposed on himseli wae 
not justified anymore He made the fect. 
lowing stalement: 

“First, | want to make it very 
that }don’! know ti what Lsaw wes realty 
the so-called ‘ving saucer.’ What f saw, 
in fact, Was un object af grey color and 
oval in shape when fiest siubted, which 
gassed over the island and then--emit 
ing a fluorescent Hight it didn’t possess 
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vanishing just on the 
Syverything happened in inet 
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a few seconds, in no mime than 2) ex 
ones, und for this reaion | canner of 
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ze 3a obtet 

surface and Uniforny eyiur. 1 am 

was mol rplane, or & sew 
pull, 

He was not going to tei! emythiag more 
but the reporter decided to ask a Inst 
qguesivioan. 

“Flying saucer or nol, can you tell me 
if the strane object you sighted was the 
same registered on Barguma’s pnotos?” 
After » brief hesitation came the answer 


“As | szid before, the thing was too 
capid, If was almost impesauble for jhe 
human vision to fix any detail of ‘\e 
object. Mr. Barauna, bowcyer, was op 
eraling with a camera of modern type 
which was able to register those detzily 
Generally speaking, the shape of "ic 
chiect sighted was the same seen on te 
negaures developed abourd the. NE ‘A)- 
mirante Saldanha.’ * 

The reports of Captain Viegss, Mauro 
Andrade, and Amilar Vieira Fitho repre. 
sent additional evidence confirming Une 
story told by Almiro Barauna, They were 
rechecked wtih the witmesses and con 
trmed. They were not denied by the 
Braziuan Navy. However, two things are 
etill jacking to meet the challenge of the 
UA aunesices—the nun -belevers. Gnu 
ihem is an official release from the Navy 
confirming the whole thing. The other \« 
a written stalement signed by Com. Ba 
cellar, former chief ¢f the Navy Post at 
Trindade. 

These important siociaents will be pre- 
serie] in the conclusion of this report. 
together with other additional facts cun- 
nected with the case. 
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UAO PHOTOGRAPHED 
iN VIENNA 

Tie Nscstts newspaper Wiener Monta 
devoted its whole front page to a picture 
of a glowing white object against a dark 
background on. March T, and labeled it 
‘he “inost sensational photoxraph of our 
century.” 

The newspaper. photographer Edgar 
Schedeibauer, snapped the picture on the 
end of March, over & wooded erea in the 
Styria Province: Shhedathaviar said tie 
‘Ojecl moved slowly, then hovered 
sbeut ld seconds, He took severai suc 
‘tres during this time. The newypoper 
SsUm) @ statement thet thes published 
the picture only after caretul con-id: 
‘fet sid atter experts had checked | 


Hewsuve jo determine whelner it was u 
hoax 


The photographer stated that wher thr 
object, which disappeared afier hover 
"id a eft te neard a sourm: 


gimmilar ‘oc 


tz 


2* Mat about the Brazil Picture? What was + 
concitsion of this, aw is there any way I can 
get a pac C tute of this? 


te g- Analysis of the Brazil picture by ATIC led to 
| that it was probably a hoax. ATIC does not have any inf 


aye the witness who took this oh ar aca could be contacted. 
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camerhnte on International 5 ih lysical Year vessel 
Brazil, in 1958. 
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APCIN-Lu2x /Maj Friend/amc/69216/typed 27 July 50 1 AUG 1960 
INL Information Report (Flying Saucer Photographed from Almirante 
Saldanha ) 

SAPOI-3d (L/Col .Tacker) 

Le Attacnzed are copies of the ONT Information Renort, subject: 
MSrazil - Navy = Flying Saucer Photographed from Almirante Saldanha," 
dated 11 March 1953. This report was requested by I/Col Tacker of 
SAFOIe-3d on 26 July 1960. 

2...This report is unclassified. The report is on a standard Navy 
form with Confidential stamps; however, the word "unclassifiec" has 
been typed across the classification box by the office of origin. 


FCR THe COMMANDER: 


- a) - 
wa o LE AWE OE 


PHILIP G. EVANS l Atchs: 
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INFORMATION REPORT | Henane 
OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE 99=50 
Fie OPNAY FORM 2920-2 (REV. S-igy | Li Haren" 1958 
E204 os : 3 a ae ie ~ [| sou: Race et. —- VORTEC ET _ | EVALUATION REQUEST WO 
Uese Naval BeUseHe RLO de Janeiro Press | B=Z 
-£ . BRAZIG - Navy = Flying Saucer Photographed from ALMTRANTE LDANEA 
3 Bane (on Weronrs Gr WORE THAN ONE FAGE, BAVEN GARERUL SUWIIARYS — N2 9600. 
><a Enel: (1) Set of i Brazilian Navy photographs of subject 
I 2£& 2. Announcement. On 21 F February 1958, two of the leading newspap 
; 2° in Rio de Janeiro printed photographs showing aliesed flying saucer 
; =*$ photographed from Brazilian naval ship, ALMIRANTE SALDANHA, at approxi- 
== mately midday on 16 January 1958 while the ship was anchored off Trindade 
.2 Island some 600 miles east of Rio de Janeiro, The ship at the time was 
) 23 engaged im research as part of Brazilian Navy participation in the Inter- 
| :=4 national Geopnysical Year. 
i re 5 2. Phnotogeravher. The raphs themselves were taken by a free lance 
| -*3 photogranner, using his Rolleiflex camera set at speed 
I 222 125., Lens opening 8, and were developed in a laboratory in ALM RANTS 
9 ~» SALDANHA, This gentleman has a long history of photographic tricx shots 
i *,3 and is well “nown for such items as false pictures ul treasure on the 
4 52% ocean floor. Another time he prepared a nurvdosely humorous article, 
4 /38 published in a magazine, entitled "A Flying Saucer Hunted Me at Tome", 
».°:25 using trick photography. @epemmmm after the release of his latest 
} = Bie "fl ving saucer" photograpns, told the press that the Navy secret service 
D 539 had interrogated him for four hours concerning his photos. "The negatives 
q $52 were projected in large size on a screen. If there was any trick, the 
23: gigantie projection would have revealed it. After quest toning by officers 
i$ oF the Estado-Maior, the Chief of the Secret Service, the senior officer 
:22 present said to me, ‘I am going to ask you a fey gage Don*t be 
>>  Ca@DER PHOTOS BY OMI NOS. 1322108 THRU 132272 | 
i = : . THIS REPORT CONTAINS UNPROCESSED INFORMATION, PLANS AND/OR PCLICIES SHOULD NOT BE EVOLVED OF MODIFIED SOLELY ON THE BASIS OF THIS REPORT. 
| RAO neon —— hhh | CLASSIFICATION _ 
| _CURLAMIFLT - COM 15 a ch UNCLASS TF TED! 
“DISTRIGUTION aY ONI (only to those addressees preceried by copy number) 
e. | it | CintPac/Fit | || |ComSubPac || NRL} | OP 
SB state 11 cinthanesrit | 11 tons ubLan Cigione | op 
8 2 lovusar ||| CincNeim |__| COMSTS | Wie tt te 
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offended because TI don't doubt the authenticity of your photos but I nee 
to hear from you. If you were going to make a flvine saucer appear of: 

@ negative, how would you proceec?' Comandante, I am an able photo- 
praphner speciaiizec in trick photography but not one world withstenc 
Close ana accurate examination." 


3- Brazilian Nevy Stand. Immediately after the photographs of the 

| fiying saucer were publicized, the Prazilian Nevy refused to make any 

. efficial statement confirming or denying the incident. However, procfs 

: from the original negatives were sent to the other ermed forces and te 
the President via an officer-messenger who related the comnlete story. 
According to the press, the narration so impressed es thet 
he became convintec of the veracity of the hapvnenine. 


; | On 2: February, three days after the photos were first publisned 
| in the press. the Navy Ministry fineliy made en officiel statement : 
"ith reference to the reports appearing in the press that the Nevy 
is opposed to divulge the facts concerning the appearances of a strange 
} object over Trindade Island, this Cabinet declares that such informetion 
has no basis. This Ministry has no mative to impede the release cf 
: photographs of the referred to object teken by SERRE cho 
was at Trindade Island et the invitation of the Navy, and in the presence 
of a iearge number of the crew of ALMIRANTE SALDANHA from whose deck The 
4 photographs were teken. Clearly, this Ministry will not be able to 
make eny pronouncement concerning the obfect seen because the pnotc-- 
’ graphs do not constitute sufficient proof for such purpose." | 


li. Stetements of SALDANHA Personnel. On the morning after the photos 
of the flying saucer were published in the press ( February 22), the 
ALMIRANTE SALDANHA departed Rio to continue its mission in connection 
- with the IGY. Two days later, however, the ship docked at Santcs 
(February 2/;) for voyage repairs and this wes the first chance thst 
é newspapermen had an opportunity to interview cfficers and men aboard. 
Ly The Assistant Neval Attache was in Santos at this time in merk connection 
a / with the visit of USCGC WESTWIND (Alusna Rio IR 36-58 of 10 Merch) ang 
| had an opportunity to visit eboeard. The commencing officer, Ceniteo-de- 
Mer-e-Guerre (CAPE) Jose Santos Saldanha de Gama. had not seen the 
object end was noncommittel. The executive officer aise had not seen it 
but, arrivine shortiv thereafter. had formed the opinion that those on 
ceck hac seen it. The captain hed renorted that his secretarr. 2 LODH,; 
ned seen it but this officer when personally ocuestioned evoided C1 +S~ 
4 ing the matter. Later, it was learned that the photogrepher was 
f accompanied to the dark room by am officer who waited outside Une coc? 
fhile MEP «6000 the negatives elone. 


4 BEE the time of the officiel visit of the commanding cfficer ci 
_ .” WESTWIND to ALMIRANTE SALDANEA, Capteig Saidanhe da Gama freely Gis- 

" cussec the fiying saucer and showed tne original proofs to the callers 
| put again-diad not commit himself. 


’ 
’' = S| “ 


“tru, i. SOTiS Um ENT Phin Tei. orrecd: 4998-—) -esusag 


‘z Pez — oat ¢ ~_ ry See Ty FORA ET LIN. = RE aoe 
Dee ie of ty awe “in Pt ea pt atk ie, wg ip Skate Seat ratikee § Rett ot ee | MO NTS ape 
— Ta 4 ' we A Li 


ae « 
oe 


=. 
oy. epee 


Ge i oak : : PAs 
Sa a sate a aps ee ae a Aad ee! 
er tall C= a, = nih ae . a r 7 he ag + BI ak pei ee E a, 
il Pei el a ae a aa og FU a 1 | ie 
7 r F 


rail Pl Sa gaa dks po =a 
‘ rit hi mie ot dal 


INFORMATION REPORT 


REPORT NO, 


mmm ee ee 


-+ ee = ' | = % ‘ ‘ 
U.S. Naval Attache, Rio} 39-55 | LL Mareh 195 


5. Publicity. The press reperts after the publication of the phsto- 
graphs covered a great deal of newspaper space for about 4 weel. tencines 
to prove or cisprove the euthenticity — photographs. DIARIO 
CARIOCA reported that personnel of SALDANHA were under rigic orders of 
ogg GLOBO published a story with photographs by photographe: . 


, of fiying saucers (china) taken at Cabo Frio. 


Federel Deputy Sergio Magalhaes sent a note to the Navy Ministry 
‘a on 2j February protesting the Navy‘s failure to secure sworn statemenis 
of witnesses, “For the first time in flying saucer history, the 
phenomenon was eattended by large numbers of persons belonging to «é 
military force which give these latest photograpns an official stamy. 
Threats to national security require greater official attention ana 
action," said the Deputy. Im the middie of all the publicity, other 
"Piyine saucer" sighting reports came out including a newal officer woo 
saw @ fiying saucer a month before sighting from SALDANHA off the coest 
of Espirito Santo, CO and crew of ATA TRIDENTE saw flying sauce: 
several days before SRLDANHA sighting but kepv information secret. 
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IRMATION REPORT 
Saat RCs cad tigre” aT i BEePpORT NO. [hee es BE ~~ % 
rr ¢ Me: 
oS. Naval Attache, Rio 39-53 : li March 1954s 
i. Most flying saucer stories are not worth wasting mich time or pd 
effort, out this story apparently substantiated by official Navy We 
vhotographs taken in the presence of large number of Navy personnel ois 


under closely controlled and almost ideal circumstances should have 
adsolutely proved the existence of an unidentified flying object. 
Unfortunately, further investigation provided only frustration at every 
turning. A number of Hrazilian Navy officers profess to believe the 
ssory implicitly but whether they have more information than we is 


unknown. - 


2, There appear to be only two explanations for this pecniiar incident: 


{a} Some overwhleming power has told the Brazilian Navy not to 
officially verify this incident (whrtch they shonld easily be able to do, 
if it oceurred) nor to deny it (which they should easily be able to do, 
i? it is a fake). I personally do not believe that anyone has told the 
Brazilian Navy to keep auiet abont it because there has been no nint of 
such suppression in either Brazilian or U.S. circles; and also because 
I donbt their eontrol of the individual officers and men is good enough 


to hold the line. 


(b} Phe wnole thing is a fake publicity stunt put on by a crooked 
photographer and the Brazilian Navy fell for it. This seems like the 
most likely considering Brazilian's love for sensationalism and gossip, 
their vvell known propensity for never lettdmethe truth stand in the way 
of a good story, and general bureancratie inefficiency. ~ 


3, In addition, the photographs furnished by the Brazilian Navy area 
unconyineing, Details of the land are extremely sharp but the dise 
ts hazy and has little contrast and shows no shadow effect. It also 


appears that the object was inverted in photograon 2 tcomparad to 1 and 


3. Also the papers have mentioned extremely hzgh velocities: and there 
appears to be no lateral blurring as would occur with any reasonable 
shutter speed. we . 

ih, It is the reporting officer's private opinion thas’ a-flying saucer 
sighting would be unlikely at the very barren island of.frindade, as 
everyone knows Martians are extremely comfort loving creatures. 
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